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Ten RELs work 1n partnership with LEAs, SEAs, and others to use
data and research to improve academic outcomes for students
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Today’s Presenters

Heidi Larson Johnpaul Lapid Karen Pérez Kelli Scardina Lori Van Houten
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Agenda

¢ Introduction to Practice Guide and its Uses

% Introduction to the Family and Caregiver Activity Sheets (FCAs) and
the Educator’s Guide

% Using the FCAs
o Q&A

% Closing and Survey
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Goals

Participants will increase their understanding of:

* Research-based practices in the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) 2014
English Learner Practice Guide

* Ways the family and caregiver activity sheets (FCAs) can be used to
strengthen language development of their children at home with simple and
fun activities

* Ideas for reaching out and supporting families and caregivers as they use the
FCASs
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Practice Guide and
1ts Uses
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REL West REL West
Institute of

Education Sciences




What are Practice Guides?

The WWC practice guides share evidence and
expert guidance on addressing education-related
challenges

There are 24 practice guides each with a set of
evidence-based recommendations written by a panel
of experts

For each recommendation there are:

— descriptions of practice with examples
— potential roadblocks and how to solve them

— classroom scenarios

https://1es.ed.gov/ncee/wwce/PracticeGuides
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides

The 2014 English Learner Practice Guide

EDUCATOR'S PRACTICE GUIDE WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE™

* Elementary and middle grades

Teaching Academic Content and
Literacy to English Learners in
Elementary and Middle School

* Developing English language proficiency while
simultaneously building content knowledge and
skalls

 Four evidence-based recommendations
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Four evidence-based recommendations

 Recommendation 1: Teach a set of academic vocabulary words intensively across
several days using a variety of instructional activities.

* Recommendation 2: Integrate oral and written English language instruction into
content-area teaching.

 Recommendation 3: Provide regular, structured opportunities to develop written
language skalls.

 Recommendation 4: Provide small-group instructional intervention to students
struggling 1n areas of literacy and English language development.
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Recommendation 1: Teach a set of academic vocabulary words
intensively across several days using a variety of instructional activities

Choose a brief, engaging piece of informational text that includes academic
vocabulary as a platform for intensive academic vocabulary instruction.

Choose a small set of academic vocabulary for in-depth instruction.

Teach academic vocabulary in depth using multiple modalities (writing, speaking,
listening).

Teach word-learning strategies to help students independently figure out the meaning
of words.

Institute of
Education Sciences



Recommendation 2: Integrate oral and written language instruction
into content-area teaching

Strategically use instructional tools—such as short videos, visuals, and graphic
organizers—to anchor instruction and help students make sense of content.

Explicitly teach the content-specific academic vocabulary, as well as the general
academic vocabulary that supports i1t, during content-area instruction.

Provide daily opportunities for students to talk about content in pairs or small groups.

Provide writing opportunities to extend student learning and understanding of the
content material.

Institute of
Education Sciences



Recommendation 3: Provide regular, structured opportunities to
develop written language skills

Provide writing assignments that are anchored in content and focused on developing
academic language as well as writing skills.

For all writing assignments, provide language-based supports to facilitate students’
entry into, and continued development of, writing.

Use small groups or pairs to provide opportunities for students to work and talk
together on varied aspects of writing.

Assess students’ writing periodically to 1dentify instructional needs and provide
positive, constructive feedback 1n response.

Institute of
Education Sciences



Research to support families and caregivers’ involvement

* Capitalize on students’ home language, knowledge, and
cultural assets

* Families and caregivers have the capacity to help their
children develop language regardless of their background

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2017
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Principles for creating trusting partnership with families and caregivers

* Leverage family, caregiver, and student assets as
significant contributors to teaching and learning

* Honor family and caregiver cultural practices

* Anticipate challenges and scaffold for success

U.S Department of Education, 2013
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What are the FCASs?

“I just want to enjoy being
with my granddaughter at
home. How can I make
learning fun for her?”

—Grandfather of a young
English learner
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The FCAs...

Make learning fun at home!

Build on what tamilies and caregivers already
do (conversation, cooking, grocery shopping,
storytelling)

Do not need computers or the internet
Are intended for use 1n primary grades

Help scaffold children’s language development
across the content areas

Are available 1n English and Spanish!
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Overview of the FCAs and Educator’s Guide

Educator’s Guide for Family and Caregiver
Activities for Teaching Academic Content and
Literacy to English Learners in Elementary
and Middle School Practice Guide

. -
AR 20 =

Questions about Stories Questions about Informational Questions about Experiences

. Text Use everyday experiences inside and or
Strengthen language by asking and

5 outside of the home to ask and answer
answering questions about a story Ask and answer quesfions about an |
informational text. questions.
English | Espanol English | Espanol English | Espanol
O ® o
0 4O @)e =
e a gO
Wordplay Guess My Object Word Detective
Py sl vorabuEwy & el Emseans Play a guessing game to build descriptive Buﬂc_i and practice gsmg vocabulary by
vocabulary. playing word detective.
English | Espanol English | Espanol English | Espanol

O o Qo

X A'a [lfi

Making a Meal Together Interviewing a Special Person Writing Notebooks

et e R 1es.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/west/
Resources/CaregiverActivities

English | Espanol English | Espanol English | Espanol
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Sample FCAs

Page 1:
Overview and
Instructions

8¢

outside of the home to ask and answer
guestions.

English | Espariol

d
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Asking and Answering Questions About
an Experience

Families and caregivers, you play an impontant rode in yoar child’s language kearning. Children can strengthen
thesir language every day by asking and answering questions about an experience. In this activity wow will ask
your child o talk abos an experience they 've had

Eeep in mind:

+ You and your child can use your home language or English, whichever is stromgest for you.

¢ Asking and answering questions in youar home anguage will also belp your child with Erglish.

WA
les _-;"1; Inssdurin of
"'_.l.l.l-:' Educaben Stmrces

Tipos de experiencias dentro del hogar para hablar con su nifio o nina

= Preparar, cociisr o comer una comida

* Jugar un juego

= Organizar un estante, un cajin
o habitackhn (una cocina, un bafia

O i cuario)

Tipos de experiencias fuera del hogar para hablar con su nifio o nina

¢ Dar un peases por su barrio

s Juigar en wn lugar seguns

= Observar algo afuera
fanbmiiles, insecios, charoos,

drboles, nubes, eic)

Apoyos lingliisticos adicionales

+ Enjay this time with your child. Learning together is fun!

S0 Ao o nifes puedle anspliar o dissrmollar su vocabulacks comsdo hace y responde preguntss sobsre ana experiencia,

Plense en utilizar L sigulemes preguntas v respisestas para hablar con su ndfio o nifis sobre una experiencia

Why ask and answer questions about an experience?

Asking and answering questions about an experience allves children o strengthen their language.

. ] Let" atarted! Learning Goal: Children will
Questions about Experiences 5 et e strengthen their oral language skills
Follow the steps below. S the boeck for experience iders and Girades: Kindergarten—ird grade
Use everyday experiences inside and or additional langiage supports. :

Materials: identify or create an

i Step 1 Share, read ashowt, or create an experience experience that you would ke 1o
with wour child inside or outside of the home. share with your child; paper and

Example: Prepare a mem or take o valk aroumd cravans, pencils, ar markers
o nedghborfiood fogeiver '

t]{j:ﬂ Step & Ask questinms aboot the experience before, during, or at the end
Efi ¢ Help your child “stretch thedr inguage.” If your child answers your question with one wond,
ask them to add maore 1o their answer. You can model this for them.

¢ sk surface- and deeperdevel questions. Surface-level questinns help your child recall what
they did and saw. Example Wharare three thimgs we sawat e park? Deeper-devel guestions help
vour child think more ahoat the experience and put ideas together. Example: k going foe i park

Pregumtas superficlles para hacer sobre una experiencia

Respuestas posibles

i observisie?

Observe

J0u te gustaris sabser sobre P

Mle gustaria sabser sobre ¥

A0 i mlEo nueevo Quie has aprendica lay?

Alpgo que aprenc fae

miks hacer sobre
l'r-“ profundas para

Respuestas posibles

{0 s e puieded decle sobre por quat pash 7

[l BorgLe
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hE [T OCUETIO B8 respaie sl gl

JOGmG sabes gt F

He e PO

L PoE i CreesSlenie gue :

En mil ogeinkin, creovsbenbo quae
i

Desalio inglistico

better than plateg wideo games?® Why?

Sbep 3 Encourage your child to draw or write about the experience.

s oy dieen belps Sam e ad carcaraTs camy Gl MeccETrseTahes pracTioes dearbed ot W Wiorks Clesrng b adicsies s pracice posds
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Lo mbflos puseden loralecer s engeae edos ke dise, aciendo y respondiendo pregunias sobee una espaeriencla
Mlwora i ai nbike O fifka o respandicdo pregunias, siainslo o kacer preguatis por que dsbed peponsds sobre
uma experbencia. Los nlfios pueden crear sis prophis preguntas o pueden il izar algumas de Lis pregiamtas de La

tabla arerior, Hacer pregunias permbe guie s alfios ampléen i socabsibarks iodos los dias,
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Language
Supports/
Scaffolds
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Front: Principles and rationale

Institute of
Education Sciences

FAMILY AND CAREGIVER ACTIVITY September 2020

Supporting Young English Learners Through  Regional Educational Laboratories

West, Northwest,

Asking and Answering Questions About Northeast & Islands

an Experience

From the National Center for Education Evaluation at [ES

Families and caregivers, you play an important role in your child’s language learning. Children can strengthen
their language every day by asking and answering questions about an experience. In this activity you will ask
your child to talk about an experience they ve had.

Keep in mind:

* You and vour child can use your home language or English, whichever is strongest for you.
« Asking and answering questions in your home language will also help your child with English.

* Enjoy this time with your child. Learning together is fun!

Why ask and answer questions about an experience?

Asking and answering questions about an experience allows children to strengthen their language.

Institute of
Education Sciences



Front: Learning goals, audience, materials, activity steps

Let’s gEt started! Learning Gual.: Children will |

strengthen their oral language skills
Follow the steps below. See the back for experience ideas and Grades: Kindergarten-3rd grade
additional language supporis.

Materials: Identify or create an

\EI.H%J » Step 1: Share, read about, or create an experience experience that you would like to

with your child inside or outside of the home. share with your child; paper and

Example: Prepare a meal or take a walk around
your neighborhood together.

crayons, pencils, or markers

E * Step 2: Ask questions about the experience before, during, or at the end.

+ Help your child “stretch their language.” If your child answers your question with one word,
ask them to add more to their answer. You can model this for them.

« Ask surface- and deeper-level questions. Surface-level questions help your child recall what
they did and saw. Example: What are three things we saw at the park? Deeper-level questions help
your child think more about the experience and put ideas together. Example: Is going to the park

better than playving video games? Why?
@ »  Step 3: Encourage vour child to draw or write about the experience.

IES s‘ll/g Institute of
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Back: Activity supports

Family and Caregiver Activity: Supporting Young English Learners Through Asking and Answering

Questions About an Experience

Types of Experiences Inside of the Home to Talk About With Your Child

« Preparing, cooking, or eating a meal « Organizing a room (a kitchen,
. bathroom, or bedroom), a shelf

« Playing a game )

or a drawer

Types of Experiences Outside of the Home to Talk About With Your Child

 Taking a walk around your neighborhood * Observing something outdoors

T : . (animals, bugs, puddles, trees,
« Playing in a safe location » DUES, P

clouds, etc.)

Institute of
Education Sciences



Back: Additional language supports

Additional Language Supports

Your child can stretch or develop their language when asking and answering questions about an experience.
Consider using the questions and responses below as you discuss an experience with your child.

Surface-Level Questions to Ask About an Experience Possible Responses

What did you notice? I noticed .

What do you wonder about __ ? Iwonderabout  and
What is something new you learned today? One thing I learned was___ .
Deeper-Level Questions to Ask About i B

Tell me more about why _ happened. _____ happened because .

Tell me how you came up with that answer.

I think/know because

Tell me how you know I know because
Tell me why you think/feel : In my opinion, because
Language Challenge:

Children can strengthen their language every day by asking and answering questions about an experience. Now

that vour child has answered questions, encourage them to ask gquestions for you to answer about an expe-
rience. Children can create their own questions to ask you or they can use some of the questions in the table
above. Asking questions allows children to stretch their language on a daily basis.

IES s‘llé Institute of
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What 1s the Educator’s Guide?

e Who i1s 1t for?

Educator’s Guide for Family and Caregiver
Activities for Teaching Academic Content and

Literacy to English Learners in Elementary

and Middle School Practice Guide ® The Educ at()r ,S GUlde 1nCIUdeS . oo

OCTOBER 2020

— Summary of the EL Practice Guide and 1ts recommendations
and practices

— An overview of how the activities help scaffold children’s
language and literacy development across the content areas

— Supports and strategies to connect with families
and caregivers and help them make the most out of the

activities.

Institute of
Education Sciences



Components of the Educator’s Guide

* General tips for making the most of the FCAs

Educator’s Guide for Family and Caregiver
Activities for Teaching Academic Content and

Literacy to English Learners in Elementary ) o
and Middle School Practice Guide TY Prep arlIl g th e a Cthlty Sh e et S

OCTOBER 2020

* Disseminating the activity sheets

* Supporting families and caregivers 1n using the activity
sheets

* Following-up activities

* Offering differentiated language-based supports

Institute of
Education Sciences



Using the FCAs

Kelli Scardina Karen Pérez
REL Northwest REL Northwest
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The FCASs 1n action

-----

Making a Meal Together
Develop language while making a meal.

English | Espariol

Institute of
Education Sciences




A conversation with a grandparent

éﬁa

Questions about Stories

Strengthen language by asking and
answering questions about a story.

English | Espanol

Institute of
Education Sciences



A conversation with a family liaison

QS
'

Interviewing a Special Person

Interview a special person to build oral and
written language.

Guess My Object )
English | Espanol

Play a guessing game to build descriptive
vocabulary.

English | Espanol

., c
RS

Making a Meal Together

Develop language while making a meal.

English | Espanol

Institute of
Education Sciences



Tips tor sharing the FCAs with families and caregivers

* Try them at home yourself
* Introduce each FCA and how to use it in parent meetings

* Send home 1n packets

* (ollaborate with PTAs and English learner parent
groups for dissemination

* Share through community organizations such as libraries, food banks, childcare
centers, after-school programs, and family resource centers

* Follow up, provide encouragement, and celebrate successes!

Institute of
Education Sciences



Overview of the FCAs and Educator’s Guide

Educator’s Guide for Family and Caregiver
Activities for Teaching Academic Content and
Literacy to English Learners in Elementary
and Middle School Practice Guide

. -
AR 20 =

Questions about Stories Questions about Informational Questions about Experiences

. Text Use everyday experiences inside and or
Strengthen language by asking and

5 outside of the home to ask and answer
answering questions about a story Ask and answer quesfions about an |
informational text. questions.
English | Espanol English | Espanol English | Espanol
O ® o
0 4O @)e =
e a gO
Wordplay Guess My Object Word Detective
Py sl vorabuEwy & el Emseans Play a guessing game to build descriptive Buﬂc_i and practice gsmg vocabulary by
vocabulary. playing word detective.
English | Espanol English | Espanol English | Espanol

O o Qo

X A'a [lfi

Making a Meal Together Interviewing a Special Person Writing Notebooks

et e R 1es.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/west/
Resources/CaregiverActivities

English | Espanol English | Espanol English | Espanol
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Stay 1n Touch
REL Northeast & Islands

% @REL NEI

N/

* relnennfo@edc.org

REL Northwest

* (@relnw

g

*» askarel@educationnorthwest.org

REL West
* WREL West

N/

' relwest@wested.org
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Thank You!

This presentation was prepared for the Institute of
Education Sciences (IES) under Contract ED-IES-17-
C-0012 by Regional Educational Laboratory (REL)
West at WestEd. The content of the presentation does
not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or
the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of
trade names, commercial products, or organizations
imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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